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Messiah's Voice

Vision Statement

We are a welcoming family of Christians T committed to renewing our witness

to our Lord, Jesus Christ through prayer, hope, healing and service.
Messiah Lutheran Church, ELCA 3091 Bordentown Ave. Parlin, NJ 08859

October Church Office (732) 721-8493 E Parsonage (908) 769-7366 2017
www.MLCParlin.com Like us on Facebook
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Pastor Meet Our Confirmands Robert, age 12. One interesting fact about

Rev. Nancy A. Nardi
Music Ministry

Edna Pilch

Frank Roser, Jr.
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Daniel Fields
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Scott Paul
Secretary
Edna Pilch
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Noelle Ebler
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Karen Astrom
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Philippians
2:13, ESV

Six of our young adults willbecon- me is that | | ove to
firmed on Reformation Sunday, October ing for the past 11 years, and just started
29th. Below are brief biographies written number 12. | danced at A Step in Time
by each student. for 10 years, but no

ter of Dance Arts.

James Crowdell

My name is James Crowdell and | am
15. I like to play hockey, watch anime,
and spend time with friends. | like to
think of myself as quite smart and
friendly, and usually try to be ap-
proachable. I currently work as a
) ) hockey referee. My family and | joined

Jacqueline Dembowski ‘Messiah Lutheran Church about a year
Hello my name is Jacqueline Dembowski ago, and have come here ever since. |

that | like to do are drawing, watching  \yay that He would approve of.
Netflix, and dancing. My favorite subject

in school is math and my least favorite Erika Crowdell

subject in school is English. I am going  Erika Crowdell is 17 years old and she
to me making my Confirmationin  attends South River High School. She
October and | am really excited for this. g an artist and student. She enjoys lis-
The reason being is because now | can tening to music, going to see plays, and
help out a bit more like with Sunday spending time with friends, family, and
school classes. pets. She wants to attend college next

) o year and become an art teacher. Ericka

_ Madison Hicinbothem would like to thank her parents, her

Hi, my name is Madison Hicinbothem and friends and family, her pastor and eve-
lom 14 years ol d. |QoReafMebslaf 1 itieP@rurcrdr allS 2 )

ville War Memorial High School. My fa-  {hat they've done for her in her spiritual
vorite subject in school is math, and my  joyrney.

least favorite subject is English or writing.
| have two brothers, Chris, age 18, and

(biographies continued on page 5)
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Saturday, October 7 at 10:00 a.m.

As autumn arrives, you may
- notice something odeda proces-
\J . : )

@ ® Ssion of animals, everything from

" wndogs and cats to hamsters and
(Ad 1'47 even lizards, being led to church
for a special ceremony called the
Blessing of the Animals.

This custom is conducted in
remembrance of St . Fran
creatures. Francis of Assisi is widely known for his re-
spect for nature and animals he called them
Abr ot her s 0 Statmed oftéh dépEtt Feancs
surrounded by birds and animaéisr anci s 6-s
1226) was distinguished by one of the most sefus
tempts ever recorded to literally carry out the teachings ¢
Jesus Christ, giving up riches and accepting total poverty.

The liturgy for St. Francis Day will bless the ani-
mals of our parish and our community. Bring your
dog, cat, goldfish, bird, turtle (yes, even snakes ar
welcome), whatever you have. You can even bring
their picture! This short liturgy will be held on the
front lawn of our church followed by light snacks for
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COMING EVENTS
Sunday School 9:00 a.m./Sunday Worship 9.30
Coffee Hour Weekly Following Worship
*Sign-Up if Attending

October 1 Bl essing of
commitment ceremony
World Communion Sunday
Confirmation Class 11:0DGOrp.m.
October 7 Blessing of Animals 10:00 a.m.*
Pgtoper2d Reformation 50Q Bpgkstoreg v e
October 14 500th Anniversary of the Reformatiot
Worship Service and Dinner
dOctober 15 Sunday School Reformation Product
I i f e (Condirghdtion Class 11:0Ma.mm,
October 16 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.
October 22 Bible Sunday
October 27 Confirmation Rehearsal
October 29 Reformation SundéeaRED
Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation
fOctober 31 Reformation Day
JNovember Al Saints Day
November B&ll Saints Sunday
Tricky Tray Coffee Hour

Page?
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conf i m ¢

pet and owner.

Confirmation

Join with us as these 6 young adults from our
congregation are confirmed on Reformation
Sunday, October 29th.

Erika Crowdell

James Crowdell

Ryan Cupo

Jacqueline Dembowski
Madison Hicinbothem
Tatiana Whitaker

We offer our prayers as they take this exciting
new step on their faith journey.

Reformation 500 Bookstore!

October 8- 21

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast
approaching! Do you want to learn more about Martin
Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity?
Do you wantto reflect on the ongoing impact of the
Reformation today?Stop by our Reformation 500
Bookstore to shop for engaging books on the Reforma-
tion for readers of all ages and interests! Save up to
50% plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore titles.

Stop by the lobby near the front entrance before
and after worship services on October 31 (or by
appointment) to get fascinating books on the Refor-
mation for you and your family.

Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress,
the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The books will
include bestselling biographies likaether the Reformer
as well as an atlas of the Europd@eformations, a
graphic novel for young readers, and primary sources
from The Annotated Luther series.

If you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation, please contact Karen Astrom at-208-2360.
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Group & Committee Updates

.
REFORMATION~
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Saturday, October 14, 2017
Worship Service at Messiah at 4:30 p.m.
Dinner and Special Sunday School Presentation
to follow at
Sayreville VFW Post #4699
575 Jernee Mill Road, Sayreville, NJ

We hope to see you there!

ing church members to thank their hardworking
ministry leaders. But the people in the pews &
though they might lack official church titles 8 also

pl ay

researcher George Barna compares the behav-
ior of people in growing vs. stagnant or declin-

ing churches. Members of growing churches ac-
tively
did not divorce their faith from their lifestyle;
their faithwast hei r
NnThey
doctrine

tend
perceived their role as being in the audience in
t he
in efforts to demonstrate religious behavior as
t he

example by living out your beliefs!

PASTOR

'APPRECIATION"
M

SPECIAL TRICKY TRAY COFFEE HOUR
Sunday, November 5

On Sunday, November 5th
there will be a special Tricky
Tray Coffee Hour. We are askirts
for donations of holiday themed
and other gift baskets.

Due to limited space we are asking you to bri
your gift baskets on:

Sunday, October 29
Saturday, November 4 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.nor
Sunday, November 5 before 9:00 a.m.

If you have some time to spare on Saturday, We
are looking for volunteers to help us-sgt between
4:00 and 6:00 p.m.

Proceeds will go toward our building and grou
fund.

nds

Appreciate & and act

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, remind-

i mportant roles inp

In User Friendly Churches (Regal Books),

October Pantry Needs
Adult and kids cereal
Peanut Butter

Jelly
Roat e o Tomato Sauce
SHELVES Mayonnaise

d o Kipdly cheak expirationvantes please!
Thank you for your donations!

participate in
i festyl e)|
took seriously t
of the priest
By contrast, laypeople in stagnant churches

to observe rather
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Barna writes.
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Budget trgughB8/B1/17:b e | | &v76.216 . o
Income 8/31/17: $ 68,458
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stands, 0 Barna not
clergy went throug

Appreciate your pastors, but then follow their

=t f' please contribute! Articles for
+= P the Movember issue d¥les-
Neeessyou S | a h 6 are ddehy ©atober
15. If you have anything to
share, please email: Edna.pilch@gmail.com




We would like to welcome the fol-
lowing new members who joined our
congregation on September 24th.
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Helping Hands

Welcome New Members

AR
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Cynthia Allen
Courtney Picornell
Ellen Weaver
and son Joseph Ferguson

WELCOME

to Our Newest Members!

8.
9.

Social Ministry Report
Dotty Wriolie
Gave out 102 backpacks this year. Older kids
helped me pack younger kids backpacks this
year. Scott and Tracey Paul helped me with
middle school needs. Thank you for help.

Gave ten boxes from Messiah for Hurricane
Harvey. Inside boxes were towels, wash
clothes, personal items, combs, hairbrushes
and cleaning products. Gave eight 39 gallon
bags and 2 boxes for Hurricane Irma victims
with same items as Harvey boxes. Gave 15
cases of water for second box truck for Florida

Gave a teacher who teaches in Newark 2
boxes of pencils, crayons, glue sticks, paper,
childrends books, con
ers. She supplies her kids with what they
need out of her own money.

Helped single parents with new school
clothes for their kids.

Helped seniors with what they needed.
Gave 15 pairs of glasses to Lions.

Took bags of flip tops to Ronald McDonald
house.

Sent tea tags to teacher for project.
Sent cards out for Messiah.

10.Gave 4 cell phone to vets.

Dotty

Thank you to all our volunteer teachers for do-
nating their time and talent as we begin a new year
of Sunday School.

Thank you to all who contributed food to our
annual Rally Day picnic.

Thank you to Mr. Burkshot and company, as
well as our own Frank Roser, for their work on our
new, paved parking lot.

Thank you to pastor for blessing our backpacks.,
lunch bags, etc. as we start a new year of work and
school.

Thank you to all who are helping to serve at the
altar at worship as readers, Communion assistants,
ushers, acolytes, and bread bakers.

Thank you to all our volunteer office assistants
for their typing, filing, copying, collating, counting,
etc., as they help the church run so efficiently.

Thank you to our Reformation Committee for
planning a wonderful celebration for the 500th An-
niversary of the Reformation.

Thank you to all those who work and pray behind

NP ¢hé dednés9ol thes@ebess oyduFchufch. E&kh job,

large or small, is greatly appreciated.

|l t6s Edoés Birthd
Our member, Ed Jackson, .
residing at the Venetian Cauappu Blpthdaul
Center is celebrating his birth
day on October 21st. Please
brighten his day and let him
know we are thinking of him b
sending a card to:
Ed Jackson, Room 320
Venetian Care and Rehabilitation Center

275 John T. O'Leary Blvd
South Amboy, NJ 08879

Ay
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Meet Our Confirmands

(Continued from page 1)
Ryan Cupo I
Hell o everyone for thos:¢
is Ryan. | go to Old Bridge High School. Some interes O

of mine are Science and Technology and design. Son

of my hobbies are playing lacrosse and making any Find these words — all from the book of Acts —

thing out of the materials | can find. | love making ex- : fes ot -
periments in my back yard. Some of my favorite TV forward, backward or diagonally in either direction.

shows are Impractical Jokers and the Carbonaro Effe

Tatiana Whitaker
My name is Tatiana Whitaker and | am a sophomor
at Sayreville High School. | play field hockey and
participate in many school clubs. These include bei
Vice President of sophomore student council, Re-
serve Officerodos Trainin
ness Leaders of America (FBLA), and Students
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD). | have many
goals for my future, such as attending medical scho
and | plan to achieve them. | support the Black Live
Matter movement and think about politics often de-
spite my young age. | have a strong interest in this.
My faith is very complicated and | know in the future
it will only grow with more ideas and questions and
will continue to educate myself. | believe you shoulg
try to take the positive lessons from the Bible and a
ply them to everyday life.
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+ Christian Symbol +
Cornerstone
A cornerstone harkens back

. to Godo6s prono.l
. | saiah 28:16 t}

IHQXP as a foundati of

.. precious corneit
. sians 2:20 declares that Je-
. sus is the cornerstone of the
household of God. The letters
|l HC and XP are abbrevia
AChristo in. ancient Gre
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Making contact

Prayer is ... a personal contact between embryonic, incomplete persons (ourselves) and the utterly
concrete Person. Prayer in the sense of petition, asking for things, is a small part of it, confession
and penitence are its threshold, adoration its sanctuary, the presence and vision and enjoyment of
God its bread and wine. In it God shows himself to us. 0 C.S. Lewis



Conrimation Class Events - October

Sunday, October 1
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We kicked off the
new Sunday School year

Bl essing of confir manWist h aMeds spiaarhednst shhal |y

commitment ceremony at 9:30 a.m.
Confirmation Class 11:00 7 1:00

Saturday, October 7
Blessing of the Animals at 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, October 14
Attend special Reformation
Celebration Service at 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, October 15
Confirmation Class 11:00 - 1:00

V?O‘X'IES & CRUCy,
October 1
Armando Melendez & Sara Paul

October 8
Kaitlin Loglisci & Santino Whitaker

Reformation Service- October 14
Armando Melendez & Philip Bassuk

October 15
Jacqueline Dembowski & Sara Paul

October 22
Sarah Check & Robert Hicinbothem

October 29
Cate Chin & Sara Check

If unable to serve, please find someone teitiill

Advice from a pumpkin

Be well-rounded.
Get plenty of sunshine.

Give thanks for |l i f ed

Have a thick skin.

Keep growing.

Be outstanding in your field.
Think big! 0 llan Shamir

Day picnic. Everyone had

a fun time. Good food

and conversation was had

by all. The children met

their teachers and were

told about the exciting

things that will be happening this year.

The blessing of the animals will take place on
Oct. T If you have a pet bring them. If your pet is
the type that you canodt b
of him or her.

OnOct. 14, some of Messiahods
performing at the Reformation Dinner. Several of the
children will be sharing their talents with us to rejoice
in celebrating the 500 Years of the Reformation. The
children will surprise you with what they have
planned!

On Oct. 18, the 3, 4", and &' graders will be
presenting a small play during worship, which they
also helped to write. Will the congregation learn
something new about Luther from the children that
they didndét already know?
out! Al so, you donbét want
performing their singglong song..

On Oct. 229 our T and 29 graders will be re-
ceiving their Spark Bibles. Ouf%3raders will be
receiving their Adult Bibles.

On Reformation Sunday, Oct.®%ix of Messiah
children will be confirmed.

A letter will be sent out with information concern-
ing this yearés Chri st mas
Nov. 5" and the play will be presented on Dec"24
Please let Miss Tracey know if your child/children
would like a speaking part and who would not. Re-
member a speaking part, can be one sentence, if that
& allhhe chitdtwguld like to say. We would like to
have all the parts assigned by Oct'13

Remember, Sunday School starts at 9:00 a.m., so
please try to be on time.



